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Easter Sunday homily

2020.4.12.

Catholic NAGOYA Diocese Bishop Michael Matsuura Goro

HAPPY EASTER, every one! Although many of us can’t come to the church tonight
due to the Virus outbreak preventive measures, I think we all should still celebrate
Easter no matter where we are and under any circumstance. On Easter Sunday

every year, the Gospel reading is always from Gospel of John, who has narrated the
story with deeply symbolic language and images.On the first day of the week, Mary
Magdala went to the tomb, carrying balm. She wanted to reach and re-embalm Jesus’
body - which had been hurrily put on the tomb after His horrorful death on the Cross.
John wrote, “Early in the morning, when it’s still dark...” The two words “Dark” and
“Light” in John’s writing always symbolize the condition where God IS or IS NOT!
Mary Magdala, on her way to the tomb, was still in ‘darkness’ because she has not
seen the Resurrected. Then, John
uses the word “SEE” in connection
between the Facts and the Faith. In
Japanese, we have W, % (miru) in
both senses, but in original Greek
they are different. At the tomb, Mary
saw the stone already be rolled aside,
and she came to tell the apostles. In
the usual sense, ‘to see’ means to see
something with your naked eyes. By

her eyes, Mary saw the rolled away

stone but she hadn’t understood

yet - and that greatly disturbed her.

If we continue to read John’s Gospel

beyond the excerpt today, we find

Mary once again back at the tomb. She stooped down and looked inside - John uses
here another word for ‘SEEING’ The seeing of Mary now is like #l 4 in Japanese, an
action that goes on in our mind. Before a phenomenon, we see it first just outwardly,
but if we continue we start exploring what is behind in the background, in order to
truly understand it. Perhaps in that phase of seeing, words of Jesus (that Mary had
heard before) started to resurge in her mind, pulled her into a kind of prayer. When
she met a man in the garden, initially she could not recognize that was Jesus - but
she realized when she heard Jesus calling her name, “Maria!” For that’s how He had
always call her when He was alive. We too, encounter the Resurrected Christ not in

a nebulous and mysterious way. But we met Him in our daily life, when He shared
with us our joys and our sorrows - however we would only understand when we look
back, in hindsight. Again, having at last recognized Jesus, Mary would ran to tell the
apostles, this time undoubtly with radiant joy. She told them, “I saw Him!”” Her word
now is at the same time her profession of faith and her evangelizing announcement.
Let’s imagine how great the joy of Mary was. At that moment, the morning is
dawned. Mary ran dancingly with the morning’s sunbeam shined on her path. What a
contrast it is from the ‘darkness’ in the story’s beginning. We are believers in Christ’s
resurrection. If our faith truly brings us joy, we would want to hurry go on and share
it with our fellows. In a Hymn of Resurrection, Mary is asked, “Mary, what did you
see on the way? Please let us know”, and her answer is, “I saw the tomb of Our Lord
emptied up. He has resurrected and got out of it. He is living in glory now.” So, what
do we see in our life of faith? Let’s look back to our own lives with the light of faith.
You would recognize how often Jesus calls you through the events, and how lovingly
He has called your name - like He has called, “Maria!” Let’s open our doors, step out

and spread to the world what we saw and believed - that’s JOY!
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O Domingo da Pascoa

Prezados irmdos e irmas; Feliz Pascoa! Certamente tém bastante gente que nao
consegue vir a Igreja por Coronavirus e estdo sofrendo por falta de Eucaristia. Mas
podemos festejar a Ressurreicdo do Senhor com muita alegria em qualquer lugar e

momento.

O evangelista Jodo escreveu sobre a ressurreigdo de Jesus com as expregdes mais
simbdlicas e as palavras mais significativas. S.Jodo escreveu “No primeiro dia da
semana, Maria Madalena foi ao timulo de Jesus, bem madrugada, quando ainda
estava escuro, e viu que a pedra tinha sido retirada”. Quando Jodo escreve [noite],
[treva], significa que ndo tem o encontro com Deus. Maria justamente estava ainda
na treva e tristeza. Depois Maria viu o timulo; este verbo [ver] lingua grega significa

s6 [ver alugma coisa].

No outro trecho Maria viu outra vez o timulo de Jesus. E esta vez significa observar
com os olhos do corag@o. Talvez Maria viu o dentro do timulo querendo reconhecer

alguma coisa de Jesus. Istoé a oracdo dela.

Quando Jesus ressuscitado apareceu a Maria ¢ chamou ela de [Maria] com o
carinho, lodepois disso ela reconheceu que Ele € Jesus. Assim o encontro com
Jesus ressuscitado ndo ¢ muito mistico, sim ¢ bem normal. O Jesus ressuscitado
sempre acompanha conosco na alegria e na tristesa. A Maria que encontrou Jesus

ressuscitado foi aos discipulos para anunciar e disse, “Vi o Senhor . este verbo [vi]
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¢ a palavra de anuncio da sua fé.

Quando Maria correu aos discipulos para anunciar, o sol esta no alto e ilumina a ela,

nao esta mais na treva € nem no escuro,

Nos estamos acreditando em Jesus ressuscitado. E esta fé nos da a alegria de anunciar
aos outros. Na Sequéncia antes do Evangelho canta o que Maria viu. “o timulo
aberto”, “a gléria do Senhor ressuscitado”, “o anjo anunciador”, “o sudalio deichado
no chio”. E agora o que n6s vimos em nossa vida com fé? Mais uma vez vamor
observar a nossa vida com fé. Nos vamos decobrir muitas gragas que Jesus esta

chamando cada um de nos.

Abrindo a porta vamos sair a0 mundo para anunciar tudo o que nés vimos, cremos,

alegramos.

Bai giang Chua nhat Phuc sinh

CHUC MUNG PHUC SINH tat ca anh chi em! Tuy rang do sy hoanh hanh ciia nan
dich da s chiing ta khong thé dén nha tho, nhung t6i nghi 13 ching ta van hin hoan
d6n mimg Phuc sinh du & dau, trong bét ky hoan canh nao. Trong ca ba nim cta chu
ky Phung vy, chung ta déu doc Tin Mimg thanh Gioan trong thanh 1& chinh ngay
Phuc sinh. Sy kién phuc sinh ctia Chua dugc Gioan ké 1ai v6i hinh anh va ngon tur

¢6 tinh biéu twong rt sdu. Ngay thtr nhét trong tuan, Maria Magdala di ra mo mang
theo dau thom dé udp lai xac Chua, da dugc tang tam voi va sau cai chét nhuc nha
trén thap ty. Gioan ghi, “Sang som, khi troi con t6i”! Hai tir “Sang” va “Tdi” trong
Phiic 4m Gioan ludn 4m chi tinh trang Thién Chiia ¢6 hay vang mat! Maria Magdala,

trén dudng ra mo, van con trong ‘bong tdi’ vi chua gap Pang phuc sinh. Tiép dén,

Gioan dung tir “Nhin thay” dé x4u két su kién xdy ra va duc tin. Trong tiéng Nhat, ca
‘nhin’ va ‘thay’ déu 1a “miru” - nhung trong nguyén ngit Hy Lap thi khac. Khi dén
mo, Maria thdy tang d4 da 1an qua mot bén, va ba di bao tin cho cac tong dd. Tir ‘thay’
thong thuong c6 nghia 1a trong thay bang mét thit. Bang mat trdn, Maria thay tang da
da doi di ma chua hiéu diéu d6 c6 nghia gi - nhung han trong long ba c6 xao dong
16n. Sau d6, (¢ phan tiép theo doan trich hom nay) Maria s& mot lan nita cti xudng va
nhin vao trong mg, tir ‘nhin’ & ddy khac véi tir ‘nhin’ lac true. Lan nay, Maria ‘nhin’
nhu tr #1 % trong tiéng Nhét, noi vé mot dong tur xay ra trong tam tri cta ta. Thoat
tién, ta nhin théy mot hién tugng gi nhu ¢6 d6, sau d6 mdi nhin ma suy xét xem c6 gi
6 phia sau hién tugng dé hiéu dugc no. C6 1§ trong ltc nhin lai nay, nhitng 16i Chta
n6i trude kia trg lai trong tm tri Maria, va qua trinh nhin tré nén nhu cdu nguyén.

Théy mot ngudi dan ong trong vudn, Maria chwa nhén ra d6 1a Chaa Giésu. Nhung
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ba nhan ra ngay khi Chuta goi tén minh. Vi d6 1a cach Chuaa ludn goi ba khi Nguoi
con soéng. Gip g Chua Kité Phyc sinh khong phai 1a mot kinh nghiém gi d6 huyén
bi bat kha nghi. Chung ta gip Nguoi trong doi song thuong nhat, Ngudi chia s¢ voi
ta moi vui budn nhung ta chi hiéu rd vé sau, giéng nhu Maria vdy. Cudi cung, sau khi
nhén ra Chua, Maria s€ quay lai vdi cac tong dd va béao cho ho, “Tbi da théy Chua!”
Tir « J72 ” cia Maria ¢ ddy 1a 10i tuyén tin va rao truyén dirc tin dén moi nguoi.
Hay thir hinh dung xem, Maria da b4o tin ‘thdy Chtia’ cho cac mén dé trong niém
vui nhu thé nao. Thoi diém dé, binh minh d3 1én. Budc chay ctia Maria tung ting
ron rang voi anh ban mai bam theo sat got. Niém vui duge Gioan dién ta trong tuong
phan véi “bong dém” lic ban dau. Chang ta 14 nhimg ngudi tin vao Chua Phuc sinh.
Néu dtre tin thue sy 13 niém vui, hin chung ta s€ sbt séng muén chia sé n6 cho anh
chi em minh. Loi ca Tiép Lién 1& Phuyc sinh, chiing ta hat “Ba Maria oi, trén dudng
ba thdy nhiing gi, xin ké cho chung t6i nghe!” Va ba dap, “T6i 1 toi da thdy nAm md
ctia i Ki-t6. Nguoi di sng lai va da ra khoi mo. Nguoi dang 1a dang sdng vinh
quang sng vinh quang...” Con chung ta, ching ta thay gi trong doi sdng drc tin cua
minh? Hiy nhin lai doi sdng trong con mit dtc tin. Ban s& nhan ra bao lan Chua da
goi ban trong cac bién ¢b cudc doi, da goi tén ban cach triu mén nhu Nguoi da goi
Maria! Nao ching ta hiy ciing mo rong cira, budc ra va ké cho thé gidi biét didu

minh da thdy, da tin, va Vui Mimng!
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